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Fairfield Glade Community Church 

     “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will 
be comforted” (Matthew 5:4).   
     As many of you know by now, my mother 
died January 11, 2021.  This recent experience 
of loss prodded me to review a brief book I 
read more than 10 years ago.  The book is 
entitled “Good Mourning: Getting Through 
Your Grief.”  This book was written in 2008 
by Rev. Dr. Allan Hugh Cole, Jr.  He was the 
Chair of my doctoral project in pastoral 
counseling that I completed at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 2010. 
     I would like to share a few of the insights of 
the book along with my own thoughts and 
reflections.  I encourage everyone to consider 
reading this practical book, as loss touches us 
all. 
     Even though my mom’s passing occurred 
just last month, like many of you I’m no 
stranger to death.  Since I first arrived to serve 
as pastor of Community Church in May 2017, 
our church family has experienced 47 deaths. 
     Loss is commonplace here in Fairfield 
Glade.  I don’t know the exact number of 
widows and widowers in our church family, 
but the percentage is large. 
     We all know, however, that the death of a 
loved one is not the only loss that we may 
experience.  Some may lose a career, a 
marriage, health, and much more.  But why do 
we grieve and mourn these losses?   

     As humans, we have the capacity for 
relationships that form attachments or bonds 
with another person, a job, a country, a 
culture, a hobby, etc.  As Allan Cole explains, 
“every attachment that we form has something 
in common.  Each attachment provides for 
what we desire and need most in life.  These 
desires and needs include love and affection, 
physical closeness to others, social and 
relational benefits, and a sense of being valued 
as we also find value in others.  These 
attachments provide as well for our sense of 
safety and security.  They serve as the basis 
for feeling that life is sufficiently predictable 
and benevolent.  They also help us understand 
who we are, giving us a sense of self.”  That is 
why we may feel that we have lost a part of 
ourselves. 
     There is a wide range of ways loss may 
affect our feelings and thoughts in ourselves.  
And every grief experience is a unique path.  
We may feel sadness, despair, anger, fear, 
loneliness, helplessness, exhaustion, guilt, 
ambivalence, or relief, just to name a few.  We 
may have thoughts of disbelief, denial, 
mistrust, disorientation, confusion, obsession, 
and many others. 
     Loss affects not only our feelings and 
thoughts, but also our behavior.  The behavior 
will probably be either destructive or 
constructive.   

     Cole recounts in his book a suggestion by 
one of his colleagues at Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary (and someone from 

whom I took a course), David Lee Jones: 
“When someone significant to him dies, he 
identifies an admirable quality or passion in 

that person’s life.  He then seeks to incorporate 
it in his own life.” 

(Continued on page 2) 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
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(Continued from page 1 - Pastor) 
 
     One of my mother’s most admirable qualities 
was her superb patience and calmness.  While I 
may have already absorbed some of those quali-
ties from my mom, I’m also prone to becoming 
frustrated and agitated.  As I continue with my 
life after my mother’s death last month, during 
the remainder of 2021 I hope to incorporate 
more of my mom’s patience and calmness. 
     On a lighter note, but still very meaningful, 

during the past year or so my mother would of 
course always ask me on the phone what I was 
doing, what was new with me in Tennessee.  I 

would tell her about how I was getting into golf 
as a hobby and recreational activity.  She en-
joyed hearing about that and would share with 

me her reflections about how her parents were 
avid golfers.  She reminded me of how when I 
was very, very young, grandpa would take me 
with him golfing and he would tell me to help 

him find his golf ball after he hit it.  That was 
fun when I was very young, but I never really 
took up the sport, instead playing football, base-

ball, and running track in high school. 
     I remember when we visited her parents, 
grandpa and grandma, usually on Sunday after-

noons, inevitably they would have the television 
on a pro golf tournament.  At that time as a 
school age kid, I found watching golf on tv as 

about exciting as watching paint dry.  Thankful- 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      

ly, they always had a playful dog, and we could 
go outside to run around their yard as well. 
     In the waning months of my mother’s life on 
earth, she would tell me how her dad (my grand-
pa) is surely “looking down from heaven” with 
great pleasure at seeing me now enjoy the game 
of golf here in the Glade, the game that was so 
much a part of who he was and gave him much 
joy (most of the time).  Knowing my grandpa, 
I’m sure he gets a good chuckle and makes a 
teasing comment when I slice a ball into the 
woods.  Nevertheless, the fact that I have incor-
porated the game of golf into my life gave my 
mother great joy as well.   
     Strangely enough, for whatever reason when 
my grandmother died many years ago, my mom 
gave me her golf clubs; I think primarily because 
grandma was a lefty like me.  I’ve never used her 
golf clubs, yet I have kept them all these years 
and have them with me to this day.  I’m certain 
they could be displayed in a local restaurant as 
antiques.  Why did I keep those golf clubs for so 
many years, considering I never really played 
golf until a few years ago when I moved to the 
Glade?  I guess it’s one of those mysteries of life 
and death that will keep us bonded together for 
an eternity.  By the way, my mom was a lefty 
too!  

Sincerely Yours in Christ,  

Pastor James 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Faith Development During Lent 
 
The next Faith Development (FD) will begin on Ash Wednesday, February 17.  We will meet each Wednes-
day on Zoom, starting at 6:30 pm and ending at 8:00 pm.  We will conclude this FD during Holy Week on 
March 31.  We will read and discuss a book entitled “Heaven and Hell: A History of the Afterlife.”  The 
book was published in 2020 by best-selling historian Bart Ehrman. 
 
According to Ehrman, “In this book I will not be urging you either to believe or disbelieve in the existence 
of heaven and hell.  I am interested, instead, in seeing where these ideas came from within the dominant 
culture of the West, Christianity, especially as it emerged out of the pagan religions of its world and out of 
Judaism in particular.  I want to see how views of the afterlife came about and how they were then modi-
fied, transformed, believed, doubted, and disbelieved over time….  A fuller understanding of where the  
ideas of heaven and hell came from can provide assurance and comfort….  I believe this assurance, on a 
practical level, can free us to appreciate and enjoy our existence in the here and now, living lives full of 
meaning and purpose in the brief moment given us in this world of mortals.”  
 
To register for this Lenten FD, please send an email to the church office: ffgcomchurch@ffgcomchurch.org.  
Deadline to register is February 10.  All participants are expected to purchase their own book.  For addition-
al information or questions (including about Zoom), please contact Pastor James. 

mailto:ffgcomchurch@ffgcomchurch.org
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February 2021 

Birthdays  

Linda Browning 02/01 

Gloria McCracken 02/01 

Jim Oswald 02/04 

Laurel Kime 02/05 

Robert Hirst 02/07 

C. Rae Hozer 02/09 

Ben Sutherland 02/09 

Dwight Wages 02/10 

Patricia Hill 02/13 

Catheren Stickelmaier 02/15 

Gerald Allard 02/16 

Norm Brinsley 02/16 

Sheryl Hunter 02/16 

Rick Slagle 02/17 

Bob Walsh 02/20 

Roger Miller 02/21 

Bobetta Krueger 02/22 

John Keske 02/23 

Vera Bogle 02/24 

Barbara Horn 02/24 

Jim Nuse 02/25 

LaNelle Sutherland 02/27 

  

Anniversaries  

Charles & Carolyn Rau 02/02 

Richard & Lucille Kelly 02/14 

Roy & Judy Koskinen 02/16 

Duncan & Sherrie Nichols 02/18 

 
 
 
 
Lilly and I are extremely grateful for all the 
prayers, support, meals, groceries, cards, etc., 
from many of our church members while we 
were sick and confined at home.  The loving 
care was amazing from our congregation! 

 
Pastor James and Lilly 

Barbara Garner 
 

9/7/1929 - 1/17/2021 

 
 

Condolences for Barbara can be sent to: 
 

Trent & Belinda Tiffany 
7313 Blacklick-Eastern Rd. 

Pickerington, OH  43147 

MORGAN SCOTT  
needs for FEBRUARY:   

 
Toilet Tissue, Spaghetti Sauce,  

Jelly (All Flavors), Peanut Butter 
 

Any donations can be left in the vestibule near 
the Fireside Room (the outside door is un-
locked).  Please give the office a call to let 
them know you have left items and they will 
bring them into the church for the Morgan 
Scott pickup. 
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Do You Shop For Groceries? 

 
Our Missions program needs you!  Purchasing Food 
City gift cards is a very easy way to support our Mis-
sions program, as the church receives a percentage of 
the amount of the cards sold.  This in turn helps the 
church to financially assist important local causes 
such as Kids on the Rise, Peavine Care Center and the 
House of Hope, among many others.  Please give  
Carolyn Rau a call at 456-4936 to get your card(s) in 
order to help Community Church support these worth-
while organizations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you all for the multitude of prayers, cards, flowers, notes, and messages at  
the passing of my mother.  My family and I are very grateful.  Mom was ready to 
go.  My dad was with her as she passed peacefully in hospice care.  Their pastor  
visited soon thereafter.  My dad and I were ready to let her go.  All went well with 
the services that celebrated her life.  Thank you again.   

 
Pastor James & Lilly  

Thanks to our loving friends for 
their cards, calls & thoughts and 
prayers you have sent us.   
 
We pray for Pastor James and 
Lilly and anyone that has been 
touched by this terrible virus.  We 
hope that when church resumes 
that we will be able to attend 
soon.  We miss you.   
 

        With our love, 
       Paul & Joan Kennedy 
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I wanted to thank all that donated to the Morgan Scott Children's Christ-
mas Program.  They were able to provide gifts for 836 children between 
the Morgan and Scott Counties.  They were able to give a little extra 
food for Thanksgiving and Christmas and they serve between 65 and 70 
families weekly for food boxes.  As a reminder, Morgan Scott is able to 
take used furniture and appliances in addition to clothing and household 
items since they have a truck that can pick up in FFG.  The addition that 
they added to their store gives them more space for furniture.  Your gen-
erosity is greatly appreciated.  God bless you all! 

 
Submitted by Mary Zanichelli   

FGRS COVID Relief Program for Fairfield Glade Residents 
 
Starting immediately, Fairfield Glade Resident Services (FGRS) is providing delivery services of 
prescriptions, fresh meals and groceries to help those who are quarantined in their homes.   
 
For prescriptions and over-the-counter medicines (all from Kroger Pharmacy in FFG), call the phar-
macy at 931-484-0333 to let them know you would like a delivery, and pay for your items over the 
phone.  A volunteer will deliver the items to your home. 
 
Fresh meals can be delivered by FGRS volunteers from certain local restaurants, and they can also 
deliver groceries from Kroger or Walmart using their curbside service.  Prefer Food City or Publix?  
FGRS can teach you how to use Instacart to receive their groceries.  
 
Call the FGRS Delivery Hotline at 931-335-9945 to receive further information and to register for 
the program.  The Hotline is monitored 7 days a week from 9am to 5pm.  
 
For questions, please contact Don Rohrer at Rohrer33@comcast.net.   

New Treasurer’s Information 
 
Greetings All!  I'm Pam Schwer. I have the privilege of being the new treas-
urer for the congregation.  It's important that you are able to contact me.  To 
that end, I've set up an email account specifically for all treasurer corre-
spondence:  ffgtreasurer21@gmail.com.  My phone is 630-853-1950.  My 
plan is to be in the office on Wednesdays to process checks and other re-
quests.  I look forward to working with all of you. 

mailto:Rohrer33@comcast.net
mailto:ffgtreasurer21@gmail.com
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How Do You Do? 
 
     My name is Gloria Lusk.  My husband Tom and I arrived in the Glade in June 
1997 from Rochester, MI.  Both were born and raised in Detroit, Tom on the East 
Side and Gloria on the West Side.  They joined Community Church in 1998.  Gloria 
immediately joined the church choir, played in the hand bell choir and sang in the 
Cumberland County Community Chorus.   
     Gloria and Tom met on a blind date and the rest was history.  Together forever.  
Tom was a graduate of Hillsdale College and earned his Master’s degree at Wayne 
State University in Detroit.  They married and had two children, a daughter, Adrienne, 
and a son, Cameron, who sadly passed at 33 years of age.  
     When they moved to Rochester they started building their own home (physically!).  
They did everything but the masonry, wet plaster, electricity and plumbing.  They even built 22 split ring 
trusses.  Tom’s basketball team came out to help on two occasions - to set the steel beam for the floors and to 
put the 22 trusses up.  Tom & Gloria’s thanks was a spaghetti dinner for the boys (Gloria cooked).  After 6 
months of work on the house, they had to move into this very unfinished home.  It was totally enclosed, so 
they made the best of it!!  From start to finish (and with an addition), this project took 13 years to complete.  
This also included landscaping their 2.11 acre lot! 
     During this 13 year construction time, Tom was teaching full time, coaching several sports, Athletic Direc-
tor and taught Drivers Ed in the summers.  Gloria was very busy taking care of the children, helping to start a 
cooperative nursery school, acting and singing in the Avon Players productions, starting a summer YMCA 
program for beginning swimmers in backyard pools, helped to coach swimmers on the YMCA swim team, 
played on the Detroit women’s field hockey team and sang in the Rochester Community Chorus.  They also 
had a beautiful 20’ by 40’ pool built on their property.  Gloria taught swimming lessons to children and adults 
for 30 summers and made sure the students “did it her way”.   
     Ironically, Gloria had a strong fear of the water until she was 10 years old.  In high school, Gloria was a 
member of the swim team as well as the field hockey, basketball and tennis teams, and she sang in the high 
school chorus.  Tom was a member of the high school and Hillsdale College basketball and baseball teams. 
     When their children were both in school full-time, Gloria went to Wayne State University part-time, grad-
uating with her B.S. in Elementary Physical Education, with a concentration in Dance and Movement.  She 
was called to teach at Brookside School at the Cranbrook Education Community in Bloomfield Hills, MI, 
where she remained for 25 years.  She incorporated music, movement and dance into the physical education 
program and worked with the music teachers to add dance to the programs the students presented.  
     When Gloria retired, Tom had been retired for 8 years.  They looked for a new adventure;  this adventure 
turned out to be Fairfield Glade, TN.  They found a lot, found a builder and had the builder build a house with 
a 6 sided central area with other rooms added on.  It has very many large windows which offer beautiful 
views of the outside. It is unique to the Glade. 
     After they moved to the Glade, both Tom and Gloria competed successfully in sports in the Senior Olym-
pic Games in Tennessee and nationally.  Tom - tennis and Gloria - swimming.  
     Tom played 18 holes of golf and one hour of tennis twice a week until he was 90.  Sadly, Tom passed 
when he was 93 on March 17, 2020. 
     After joining the Community Church, Gloria played in the Bell Choir under Colleen Bacon’s direction.  
She still continues to play bells.  She still sings in the church choir and is a member of the Covid-19 Trio 
which sings at church services during lockdown.  She also sang in the Cumberland County Community Cho-
rus for 22 years, and she plays in a Dulcimer group called the Dulcimores.  She has also taught Aquatic Exer-
cise at the Wellness Center 3 days a week ever since it was built in 2003.   
     Her words of wisdom are “Have a calendar with big squares and use it, and always explore interesting 

things”.   

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Message from the Board President  (Marty Smith) 

 
2020 was a strange year for our Church and a challenge for the Board.  Thankfully, we had a Board 
that was up for the challenge and we appreciate their hard work.  The picture of the 2020 Board be-
low was taken at the last Board meeting of 2020.  We especially thank the out-going Board members 
as noted in the caption. 

 

Pictured left to right:  Pastor James Janecek, John Schaefer, Jim Kime, Meredith Gaffney, Roy 
Koskinen (outgoing), Judy Moore (outgoing), John Zanichelli, Barb Kitchen, Marty Smith, President 
Alan Joseph (outgoing), Ed Freels.  Not pictured is Nancy Nowacki (outgoing). 
 

2021 will bring its own set of challenges as we try to establish a “new normal” for our congregation.  
Hopefully, the 2021 Board shown below will be up to the task as we welcome five new Board mem-
bers as identified in the caption below. 

 

Pictured left to right:  Pastor James Janecek, Don Eppelheimer (new), Jim Kime, Candy Sutton-
Weber (new), John Zanichelli, Cheron Stenson (new), President Marty Smith, Vice President Jerry 
King (new), Meredith Gaffney, Barb Kitchen, Ed Freels, Bob Walsh (new), John Schaefer. 
 

The Board is there to represent you when decisions are made affecting the church.  Let them know 
what you think.  Don’t hesitate to contact any one of them with your thoughts.  All of their contact 
information is contained in the Church Directory. 
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Fairfield Glade Community Church 
Board Meeting via Zoom Video Conferencing 

January 14, 2020 
Minutes - Draft Pending Board Approval 

 
 
Members Present:  Don Eppelheimer, Ed Freels, Meredith Gaffney, Pastor James Janecek, Jim 
Kime, Barb Kitchen, John Schaefer, Marty Smith, Cheron Stenson, Bob Walsh, John Zanichelli 
Members Absent:  Jerry King, Candy Sutton 
Guests:  Michael Nowacki, Assistant Treasurer 
 
Call to Order:  Declaring a quorum, President Marty Smith called the Board Meeting to order at 
2:00pm.  Following his opening prayer, he welcomed new Board members and offered condolences 
on behalf of the Board to Pastor James, Lilly, and his family on his mother’s recent passing.  Marty 
will email an opening/closing prayer schedule to Board members. 
 
Agenda Review: Two items were added to the agenda: (1) approval of December 2, 2020 meeting 
minutes, and (2) annual reports deadline. 
 
Minutes:  The minutes of the December 2 Special Board Meeting, December 10 Board Meeting, 
December 16 Emergency Board Meeting, and December 21 Emergency Board Meeting were ap-
proved as written. 
 
Finances Tutorial:  Assistant Treasurer Michael Nowacki provided a tutorial for the Board mem-
bers.  He explained the five operating funds (General, Missions, Capital Improvements, Strategic 
Planning, and Pass Thru) and their general sources of income and expenditures.  He also reviewed 
the reports (Balance Sheet, Income and Expense Statement, Church Finances, and Budget Report) 
Board members will receive via email prior to each regular monthly meeting.  Marty requested that 
Board members familiarize themselves with the reports and be prepared for monthly discussions. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 Michael Nowacki reported that income exceeded expenses by $6,372 in December.  Total in-
come for 2020 was $284,784 (includes $36,131 raised for Maintaining God’s House fundraiser).  
Total expenses for 2020 were $296,692. A few line items exceeded their budgeted amounts, how-
ever there is nothing of concern as expenditures equaled 85% of the allocated budgeted amount.   
 In answer to a question, 73 pledges for 2021 have been received to-date.  There seems to be a 
shift the past few years in that unpledged income is much higher as a percentage to pledged income. 
In past years unpledged income ran at 15 to 17%; in 2020 it was over 40%. 
 In answer to a question, he assured the Board that monies allocated for Project (05-7733-004) 
Upgrade Office would not be spent without Board approval. 
 Mike reminded the Board that Pam Schwer is now the Treasurer, and questions and concerns 
should be referred to her.  He is available as her back-up when needed. 
 Treasurer’s reports were accepted as written and placed on file for audit. 
 
Membership Report:  Two members, Richard Wecht and Alex Ebneth, passed away.  Member-
ship now stands at 245.  The report was accepted as written. 
 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor James provided an update on the pandemic’s effect on the congregation.  
He thanked everyone for their prayers and support while he and Lilly were quarantined with the 
virus.  Congregants in senior living facilities and over 75 years of age are now being vaccinated.   
 The Advent Faith Development (via Zoom) concluded December 23.  The Lent Faith Develop-
ment will begin on Ash Wednesday, February 17, and conclude during Holy Week, March 31.  The 
discussion topic will be the book “Heaven and Hell:  A History of the Afterlife” by Bart Ehrman.   

(Continued on page 9) 
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     In the upcoming weeks, services for Ash Wednesday, Lent, and Holy Week will be discussed 
with the Worship & Music Committee. 
 Carole Danielson and John McArthur are the Presbytery of East TN Elder Commissioners for our 
congregation. The next quarterly meeting will be February 13.  Bonnie Hansen and Jan Ginter are 
the UCC SE Conference Delegates for our congregation.   
 A new outdoor nativity set will be needed in 2021.  Statues used the last several years are becom-
ing unrepairable.   
 The booklet “A Sure Foundation:  Resources for the Relationship Between Pastors and Congrega-
tions” has been distributed to all Board members and members of the Pastor-Parish Relations Com-
mittee.  
 Pastor James is attending his mother’s funeral in Texas.  Rev Ann Brunger is the guest minister 
for recorded services in his absence.   
 
New Business 

a. Committee Board Liaisons:  Marty explained that it is the Board liaisons’ responsibility to 
be aware of what is going on in their committees, whether or not meetings are held.  All liai-
sons should be in contact with their committee chairpersons to become familiar with the com-
mittees and to make sure they are on email lists for reports and updates.  All committee SOPs 
are in the Board books. 

 
b. Approval of Committee Chairs:  A motion was made by Marty Smith that all committee 

chairpersons be approved for their positions.  The motion was seconded by John Zanichelli 
and approved.  Two committees, Community Enrichment and Parish Life, are still in need of 
chairpersons.  

 
c.  Approval of Committee Member Extensions:  A motion was made by Marty Smith that all 

committee members who wish to stay on their committee for more than three years be ap-
proved.  The motion was seconded by Bob Walsh and approved. 

 
d. Signature Authority:  A motion was made by Marty Smith to update signature authority at 

Regions Bank, effective January 1, 2021 to include Marty Smith (Board President), Pam 
Schwer (Treasurer) Michael Nowacki (Assistant Treasurer).  All other names should be delet-
ed from Regions Bank’s signature authority records for Fairfield Glade Community Church.  
The motion was seconded by Meredith Gaffney and approved. 

 
e. Annual Report Inputs:  A list of committees that have not yet submitted their annual reports 

to the Office Manager as of January 13 was emailed to Board members prior to this meeting.  
Liaisons should follow-up with their committee chairpersons to ensure reports are submitted 
by the January 15 deadline. 

 
f. Important Dates:  On Thursday, January 28, at 2:00pm, a Special Board Meeting will be 

held via Zoom Video Conferencing to decide if the church will re-open on February 7 for 
worship services. 

 
Old Business 

a. 2021 Budget Approval Status:  Michael Nowacki reported that he has been tracking budget 
ballots.  To-date, 61 “yes” votes and 3 “no” votes have been received.  Budget approval re-
quires a quorum consisting of 20% of the church membership.  The current quorum is 49; 
therefore the 2021 Budget was approved by the congregation. He will write an announcement 
for the liturgist to read at the recorded service on Sunday, January 17. 

 
(Continued on page 10) 

(Continued from page 8 - Board) 
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        Your 2021 Board Members  
 
Marty Smith (President)         Barbara Kitchen 
Jerry King (Vice-President)         Cheron Stenson 
Ed Freels               Don Eppelheimer 
John Schaefer              Candy Sutton-Weber 
John Zanichelli             Bob Walsh 
Meredith Gaffney            Pam Schwer (Treasurer)  
Jim Kime               Patty Smith (Secretary) 

 
Committee Reports 
There was no committee information requiring attention or action by the Board at this time. 
 
Adjournment: 
There being no further business to come before the Board, a motion was made, seconded, and ap-
proved to adjourn the meeting following prayer by Marty Smith.  Meeting adjourned at 3:10pm.  A 
Special Board meeting will be held on Thursday, January 28, at 2:00pm, via Zoom.  The next regu-
lar monthly Board meeting will be held on Thursday, February 11, at 2:00pm. 
 
Submitted by  
Patty Smith, Minutes Clerk 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

(Continued from page 9 - Board) 

 
Connecting with the Pastor 

 
Even though the church office is closed due to the COVID pandemic, and we need to 
practice social distancing, Pastor James is still available.  You are encouraged to call 
Pastor James on his cell phone at anytime about anything.  He would enjoy hearing 
your voice.  Phone 813-734-3138. 
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