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Fairfield Glade Community Church 

     I recently heard of someone in Fairfield 
Glade whose household family includes a dog 
named Chaos.  I can easily imagine why that 
dog has the name of Chaos since Lilly and I 
have two dogs living with us.   
     Chaos can happen within a home, whether 
from a dog or humans or external forces.  
Chaos can hit us in the most personal and 
profound ways, especially when it is as serious 
as a tragic car accident or illness such as a 
heart attack or cancer.   
     We also experience chaos on a national 
level, such as the terrorist attacks on 9/11 in 
2001 and more recently just three months ago 
on January 6th, as well as the frequent chaos 
from partisan politics, not to mention the chaos 
from tornadoes, hurricanes, floods and forest 
fires. 
     It is not hard for all of us to understand the 
impact of chaos since we have been in the 
midst of it for at least a year during the 
Coronavirus Pandemic.  The chaos from 
COVID 19 has ranged from minor 
inconveniences to devastating harm. 
     As followers of Jesus Christ, we are given a 
roadmap to navigate through the chaos that 
will inevitably come into our lives. 
     In her personal story about living Ephesians 
4:32 (“be kind to one another”) that she shares 
in her book Human(Kind), Ashlee Eiland 
offers us profound and practical insight in how 

we can deal with chaos:   
     “I’ve become convinced that kindness (and 
its cousins compassion and empathy) must be 

rescued.  If we let it, kindness will be a part of 
what saves us from the divisions and 
disharmony that have become cemented in 

how we coexist, from the sting when we talk 
about what grieves us and moves us to action, 
and from the pride of our postures online and 
across tables as we advocate for that which we 

believe in so strongly.  Kindness will be able 
to undo the damage we’ve done because it’s 
the secret weapon for detecting the intrinsic 

worth found in every person.  But in order to 
see the power of kindness on display, we’ll 
always have to sacrifice something, whether it 

is time or impatience or the dominance of our 
own opinions.  Transformational kindness 
toward other humans will also require 

something that frenzied fingers flying across a 
keyboard never have: bravery.  It takes a brave 
person to come out of hiding, to come off a 

Twitter feed or Instagram live video and sit in 
the flesh with another human being who was 
crafted with intentionality and great love, 

injected with the imago Dei, the image of God 
himself.  It takes bravery to look someone in 
the eye, choosing to believe that person is 

worthy and choosing to be changed by 
intentionally engaging both kindly and 
respectfully with one whom the Creator called 

‘very good’” (Genesis 1:31).    
     What I find appealing about Ashlee’s 
understanding of kindness is that she doesn’t 

confine it to a moral behavior.  Rather, brave 
kindness permeates our lives and our planet as 
a whole.  This sort of kindness leads to  
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holiness, but not the understanding of holiness that is confined to moral behavior, a code of con-
duct. 
     What happens when we don’t restrict holiness to moral behavior, but instead experience holi-
ness encompassing the wholeness of reality?  Richard Rohr, in his book The Universal Christ, de-
scribes what happens when a person shifts from experiencing holiness only in terms of moral be-
havior to experiencing it in the whole of reality:  “Those who have can feel as holy in a hospital 
bed or a tavern as in a chapel.  They can see Christ in the disfigured and broken as much as in the 
so-called perfect or attractive.  They can love and forgive themselves and all imperfect things, be-
cause they all carry the Imago Dei equally, even if not perfectly.” 
     Chaos is anything but perfect.  Chaos in fact accentuates imperfections.  That’s difficult to han-
dle, especially if we are a perfectionist!  This reminds me of a bumper sticker that I have seen oc-
casionally:  “Please be patient with me, God is not through with me yet,” which is a saying that ac-
tually originated from the lyrics of a song by Alberta Walker, Rev. James Cleveland, and other 
Black gospel singers. 
     As followers of Jesus Christ at Fairfield Glade Community Church, we know that “love is pa-
tient; love is kind” (1 Corinthians 13:4).  In her book Holy Chaos, Amanda Henderson describes 
how love is in the midst of chaos:    
     “I have come to believe that love is all about finding peace in the midst of the chaos, finding 
connections in the midst of division, experiencing healing between the breaths of exhaustion and 
suffering, and working for ways of loving---personally and systemically---in the midst of over-
whelming fear, anger, and division that swirls around us.  When we commit to this work, this way 
of being and moving through the world, we might find moments of deep joy, even euphoric grati-
tude.  It is toward this that mystics of our various religions call us.” 
     And this is why our church’s mission statement is “that we all may be one in unconditional 

Christian love.” 

Sincerely Yours in Christ, 

Pastor James 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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April 2021 

Jean Dempsey 
 

7/21/1940 - 3/12/2021 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Paul Shipley 

 
3/17/2021 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Marilyn Greene 
 

5/13/1927 - 3/18/2021 
 

 

Anniversaries  

Fred & Linda Browning 04/05 

Jim & Daisy Nuse 04/08 

Marty & Patty Smith 04/08 

Jim & Sandi Foreman 04/10 

Rick & Nancy Slagle 04/15 

Birthdays   

Jim Ostrander 04/01 

Kathryn Bowling 04/03 

Richard Kelly 04/04 

Vicky Wong 04/04 

Dorothy McKenzie 04/06 

Joy Miller 04/06 

Byron Buell 04/08 

Bonnie Harrison 04/10 

Heather Ostrander 04/11 

Margaret Reusch 04/11 

Carroll Reusch 04/12 

John Anderson 04/15 

Lois Remer 04/15 

Jim Kime 04/16 

Cheron Stenson 04/16 

Patricia Klein 04/17 

Margaret Wigner 04/17 

Mary Crane 04/18 

Kay Moyer 04/19 

Bonnie Hansen 04/20 

Kay Ness 04/20 

Maryln Bell 04/22 

Wendy Pachla 04/24 

Nedra Carter 04/26 

Janiece Pino 04/26 

Nancy Slagle 04/26 

Margaret Hamner 04/30 

New Address: 
 
Ed & Julie Steele 
235 Inverness Center Drive - 129 
Hoover, AL   35242 
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Beautification Working Group 

 

Doesn’t our Church look nice when all the flowers are in bloom?  In the 

past several years, Susan Milledge took the challenge of planting and car-

ing for the flowers all by herself.  Unfortunately, Susan moved 5 months 

ago.  As the Property & Facilities Chairman, I would like to start a Work-

ing Group of volunteers from our Church to follow in Susan’s footsteps 

and continue keeping the outside of our Church looking as nice as possi-

ble.  If anyone is interested in helping in this effort and has the expertise, 

please call the church office, and leave your name and email/phone num-

ber.  Thank you.  

Submitted by Alan Joseph 

Do You Have a Green Thumb? 
 

This year Fairfield Glade Community Church has a garden spot located in the Fairfield Glade 
Community Garden located on Westchester Road cross from the stables. The goal is to plant 
and raise vegetables which we will harvest and send to the Peavine Care Center for distribution 

to families in need in our area. If you would be interested in participating in this ministry, 
please contact Ed Freels 214-232-0318 or email ed.freels@yahoo.com. 

Submitted by Ed Freels 

mailto:ed.freels@yahoo.com


Page  5 

 

 
Giving to Fairfield Glade Community Church 

 
Our church members are very generous people and our church is financially healthy.  We want 
to stay that way so here is a quick review of the methods we use to facilitate your giving. 
 

1.   Plate Offerings – personal check, cash, coins deposited in the Sunday Service Offering 
Plate (hopefully, soon we will be able to again meet in-person and worship together). 

2.   Handwritten checks mailed or hand-delivered to the church. 
3.   Church member’s financial institution (bank or credit union) mailing a check directly to 

the church from your checking and/or savings account.  Almost all financial institutions 
have this ability.  This approach costs you nothing and it costs the church nothing.  The 
church member would simply set up the periodic payment of a specified amount to the 
church.  This could be done by visiting the bank and setting it up.  However, it could be 
done even easier by using the financial institutions on-line banking features to create this 
periodic payment via your computer and the internet.  This approach avoids having to 
remember to write a check and delivering the check to the church some way – mail or 
hand delivered. 

 
This article is just a reminder of the ways to make your financial contributions to our church 
and share the bounty you have been given through the grace of God.  If you have any questions 
about the information above, please let the Finance Committee know and we will respond ac-
cordingly. 
 

Submitted by Marty Smith, Board President 
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From Your Chancel Committee 

 
This is the time of the year when we are making dedications to honor our loved ones and pur-
chasing lily, hyacinth or tulip plants to decorate the Sanctuary for Easter.  It wasn’t possible to 
keep our tradition of dedications this year, but rest assured, the Sanctuary will be decorated. 
The shrouded cross you have seen in the choir loft during Lent will be transformed into a beau-
tiful floral cross to honor our Lord’s resurrection.  Although artificial rather than live flowers 
will be used on the cross, a few live plants will be adorning the chancel area.  We ask that you 
honor your loved ones with your special prayers on Easter, as we will be remembering them in 
our prayers, too. 

 

We wish you a Happy and Blessed Easter! 
 

Sandra Mittica, Judy Moore, Deb Schaefer, Patty Smith, Tove Thomas, Vicky Wong 
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The members of Ruth Shelley’s family wish to thank the congregation for helping to make her 100th 
birthday celebration a success.  She was thrilled with all the cards and couldn’t wait to point out to 
everyone that no two were alike.  The flower arrangement brightened her room and she continues to 
enjoy it.  Thank you for your thoughtfulness.  
 
The visit from the pastor and his wife was a highlight of her day.  Thank you for spending so much 
time with her.  

Sue Kennedy (Ruth’s niece) 
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Fairfield Glade Community Church 
Board Meeting via Zoom Video Conferencing 

March 11, 2021 
Minutes - Draft Pending Board Approval 

 
Members Present:  Don Eppelheimer, Ed Freels, Meredith Gaffney, Pastor James Janecek, Jerry 
King, Barb Kitchen, John Schaefer, Marty Smith, Cheron Stenson, Candy Sutton-Weber, Bob 
Walsh 
Members Absent:  Jim Kime, John Zanichelli 
 
Call to Order:  Declaring a quorum, President Marty Smith called the Board Meeting to order at 
2:00pm, followed by prayer by Candy Sutton-Weber 
 
Agenda Review:  One item was added to the agenda: direct deposit pay for employees. 
 
Minutes:  The minutes of the February 11, 2021, Board Meeting were approved as written. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer’s reports were forwarded to all Board members prior to this meet-
ing.  Marty Smith reported that income for February was $21,130 and expenses were $23,092.  Alt-
hough expenses exceeded income (by $1,962) in February, the church remains in a good financial 
position. The Treasurer’s reports were accepted as written and placed on file for audit. 
 
Membership Report:  Two members, David Freeman and Joel Jestice, resigned from the church 
during this reporting period, and we are sorry to see them go.  Membership now stands at 242. The 
report was accepted as written.   
 
Pastor’s Report:   
• Pastor James Janecek expressed his gratitude for the congregation’s overwhelming support 

when he was hospitalized and recovering, as well as Rev Ann Brunger’s willingness to fill in 
for him on February 21 with very short notice.   

• Holy Week is quickly approaching, and a 5:00pm service is being planned for Maundy Thurs-
day, April 1.  This service will be held in-person, and communion may be served if it is deemed 
to be safe for our congregation.  Pastor will be attending the Emergency Response Team’s 
(ERT) meeting to present the procedures for distributing communion, which have been success-
fully followed by St Francis Catholic Church, with no reported cases of COVID transmission.   

• Uplands and Good Samaritan Society are now allowing visitors when an appointment is made 
in advance, with restrictions on the total number of visitors in the facilities.  Wyndridge is 
closed to visitors.  Cumberland Medical Center is allowing one visitor at a time in certain areas.  
These policies are very fluid, and the facilities should be contacted first before a visit is made. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

a.   Restarting Communion on Maundy Thursday: The ERT will make its recommendation 
to the Board after their meeting next week.  Marty will contact Board members to schedule 
either a Zoom meeting or ask for an email vote.  The decision will be communicated to the 
congregation. 

b.   Good Friday:  A motion was made by Candy-Sutton Weber that the Sanctuary be open for 
private prayer and reflection, during office hours.  All ERT recommended guidelines 
(sanitizing, masks, distancing) will be followed.  Entrance to the church will be at the office 
door only.  The motion was seconded by Don Eppelheimer and approved.   

 
   

(Continued on page 9) 
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c.   Nominating Committee Need:  In accordance with the By-Laws, the Nominating Commit-
tee consists of five members – two members from the Board and three at-large members from 
the congregation.  Because of a resignation, one at-large member is needed.  Vice President 
Jerry King, who is Chairman of the Nominating Committee, will lead the Committee in find-
ing an at-large candidate, and will bring the name before the Board for approval.   

d.   On-Line Giving Update:  Currently, contributions to the church can be made via mail or 
collection plate and via individuals’ banks, credit unions, or other financial institutions bill-
paying services. The Finance Committee again looked at using a third-party service (such as 
Vanco) for on-line giving.  After much discussion, a motion was made by Don Eppelheimer 
to ask the Treasurer to pursue on-line giving with a third-party processor.  The final estimate 
or contract must be presented to the Board for Board approval and contract signature prior to 
any commitment being made.  The motion was seconded by John Schaefer and approved. 

e.   Time & Talent (T&T) Survey:  It is anticipated the committee restructure team will be 
ready to put the restructure in place in mid-August. The T&T Survey, which has been post-
poned, should be ready for distribution in September.  It will be handled by the Finance Com-
mittee’s Stewardship Subcommittee. 

f.   Payroll Direct Deposit:  The Treasurer has been working with Regions Bank, and direct de-
posit of payroll checks for current and future employees has been set up.  Employees may opt 
in or out by completing a “Direct Deposit Request” form.  This form along with an explana-
tion of the procedure will be added to the next update of the Employee Handbook. 

 
Important Dates:    
• Apr 1 Maundy Thursday, 5:00pm in-person service 
• Apr 2 Good Friday, sanctuary open for private prayer during office hours, enter by office door 

only 
• Apr 4 Easter Sunday, 10:00am in-person service 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

a.   Farewell Policy:  A motion was made by Marty Smith to approve the “Policy for Church 
Member Farewell Acknowledgement”.  The motion was seconded by Don Eppelheimer and 
approved with modifications discussed.   

b.   Recognition Policy:  A motion was made by Marty Smith to approve the “Policy for Award 
of Recognition Plaque or Gift”.  The motion was seconded by Don Eppelheimer and ap-
proved with modifications discussed. 
 
Because of their great service to the church, a motion was made by Marty Smith to approve 

recognition awards for three congregants.  The motion was seconded by Candy Sutton-Weber and 
approved.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Written reports were received from the following Committees and emailed to Board members prior 
to this meeting:  Finance, Pastor-Parish Relations, Personnel, Property & Facilities, and Strategic 
Planning.  Except as reported, no additional committee information required attention or action by 
the Board. 
 
Adjournment: 
There being no further business to come before the Board, a motion was made, seconded, and ap-
proved to adjourn the meeting following prayer by Candy Sutton-Weber.  Meeting adjourned at 
4:05pm.  The next Board meeting will be held on Thursday, April 8, at 2:00pm 

 
Submitted by 
Patty Smith, Minutes Clerk 

 

(Continued from page 8 - Board) 
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Fairfield Glade Community Church 
Treasurer’s Report 
Financial Summary  

February, 2021 
 
 

 
 

February Income: 
$20,885 in General Contributions ($7,000 less than January) 
$     245 in Other Miscellaneous Income 
 
February Expenses: 
$13,403 for Pastor and Staff salaries and benefits 
$  5,000 for Budgeted Mission Spending 
$  2,972 for Property and Facilities which includes utilities  
$  1,417 for Administrative Expenses 
$     300 for Other Miscellaneous Expenses 
 
If more detail is desired regarding this report, you may view the Income & Expense Report posted in 
the Fellowship Hall. 
 
The Finance Committee and Board reviewed the Church finances and confirm monies are being ade-
quately managed. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  Month of February Year-to-Date 

Income $21130 $59629 

Expenses                     23092                     45571 

Income in excess of (less 
than) expenses 

                    (1962)                  + 14058 

 
Connecting with the Pastor 

 
Even though the church office is closed due to the COVID pandemic, and we need to 
practice social distancing, Pastor James is still available.  You are encouraged to call 
Pastor James on his cell phone at anytime about anything.  He would enjoy hearing 
your voice.  Phone 813-734-3138. 
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FGRS COVID Relief Program for Fairfield Glade Residents 
 
Starting immediately, Fairfield Glade Resident Services (FGRS) is providing delivery services of 
prescriptions, fresh meals and groceries to help those who are quarantined in their homes.   
 
For prescriptions and over-the-counter medicines (all from Kroger Pharmacy in FFG), call the phar-
macy at 931-484-0333 to let them know you would like a delivery, and pay for your items over the 
phone.  A volunteer will deliver the items to your home. 
 
Fresh meals can be delivered by FGRS volunteers from certain local restaurants, and they can also 
deliver groceries from Kroger or Walmart using their curbside service.  Prefer Food City or Publix?  
FGRS can teach you how to use Instacart to receive their groceries.  
 
Call the FGRS Delivery Hotline at 931-335-9945 to receive further information and to register for 
the program.  The Hotline is monitored 7 days a week from 9am to 5pm.  
 
For questions, please contact Don Rohrer at Rohrer33@comcast.net.   

 
MORGAN SCOTT needs for APRIL:   

 
Canned Milk, Canned Fruit, 
Canned Meat, Toilet Tissue 

  
Any donations can be left in the vestibule near the Fireside Room (the outside 
door is unlocked).  Please give the office a call to let them know you have left 
items and they will bring them into the church for the Morgan Scott pickup. 

mailto:Rohrer33@comcast.net

